
Standards Based Grading 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
● Overview: 

○ Standards-Based grading reports tell us how students are performing on a set of clearly 
defined learning outcomes.  There is no single mark (grade) for a subject as is 
traditionally generated by averaging scores across the duration of a grading period. 
Unlike traditional report cards, standards-based grading measures students’ knowledge 
of grade-level content by reporting the most recent, consistent level of performance. 
That means that a student might struggle in the beginning of a quarter with new content, 
but then learn and demonstrate proficient performance by the end of the quarter. 

■ In Traditional grading, the student’s performance for the whole marking period 
would be averaged. Early quiz scores that were low would be averaged together 
with proficient performance later in the quarter resulting in a lower grade than 
current performance indicates.  Standards-based grading reports separately 
on academic tasks and work habits in order to give a more accurate report of 
student progress in both affective and academic areas.  Measures like effort, 
participation, timeliness, cooperation are not blended into the grade for academic 
performance 

 
● What are standards?  

○ Standards are an agreed upon statement of what a student should know and be able to 
do in a given content area by the end of each grade. It would be impossible to list every 
standard on the report card. The standards on the report card are organized under 
Report Card Indicators.  Due to the progression of the standards, not every indicator will 
be scored every marking period. 

 
● What will the progress indicators be based on?  

○ With a standards-based approach, we evaluate student learning in a variety of ways. 
We use formal assessments (such as tests, quizzes, projects, classwork, common 
writing pieces), along with more informal assessments such as classroom observations. 
The combination of these pieces of evidence provides a more detailed picture of student 
progress towards grade level expectations.  

 
● How can my student achieve a 5? 

○ A student achieves a 5 when he/she demonstrates work consistently exceeding grade 
level standards and expectations. It’s important to note that not every assignment you 
see come home will allow the option to receive a 5, however specific questions and/or 
standards on assignments or assessments may allow the option.  Exceeding 
expectations can also be demonstrated and observed through small group instruction 
within the classroom setting.  

■ A ‘5’ does not equate to an “A” or 100% on the task.  
 
 
 



● How do I help my child “get a 5?”  
○ Remember, a mark of “4” indicates that a student is meeting grade level expectations 

with independence and excellence. With high and challenging expectations, a “4” is 
exactly where a competent student should be. Getting a “5” is not about what more a 
student does. It is what a student knows, and at what level s/he applies what s/he 
knows to a new and higher level situations that exceed what is explicitly taught in class. 
A “5” means that a student is working on higher level standards (from the grade level 
above).  

 
● Will students still be able to achieve Honor Roll? 

○ Students will not receive Honor Roll certificates in the traditional sense as it is not 
supported by Standards Based Grading.  In place of the grade based certificates, 
students will be able to earn a certificate that celebrates their perseverance and 
determination. 

 
● When will I be able to see my child’s grades online? 

○ Due to the new online database system and the first year with Standards Based 
Grading, the gradebook will not be available online this school year.  Please continue to 
check the work that comes home for information regarding your child’s progress toward 
the standards. 

 
● Has the curriculum changed with this new report card?  

○ The new report card isn’t the result of a new curriculum. This report card simply 
changes the way we report student progress within the existing curriculum. By reporting 
progress on specific standards, a student’s mastery of the curriculum can be 
strengthened due to more targeted instruction and their ability to work toward clear 
goals.  

 
● Why are only some of the indicators reflected on the report card? 

○ In traditional grading, students received an overall grade for each subject.  The 
reporting of this grade came with little information about what went into creating that 
grade.  Now, you will see specifically which report card indicators were fully addressed 
during the marking period resulting in an overall score of 1-5.  Please refer to the 
trimester rubrics for detailed information regarding the specific standards being 
assessed. 


